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ow to thrive amidst the chaos
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SWAWHETage 0f 6'months, Adam was diagnosed with a
PERIONIE "I'n‘--tumour — choroid plexus papilloma

- Apigp e,g,]\ , he developed hydrocephalus

~ Dr)veL)e ‘ental milestones were delayed in part due to

.mr é]zure medications which he took for 9 months that
ol de him incredibly sleepy.

=" ,I'w-ysm and occupational therapists came bi-weekly to
_assist us Wlth exercises to iImprove his chances of
“catching up”

® At the age of 3, he had his first seizure
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ISRionmal diagnosisiwas partial complex
ez.jra;) nd the frequency was hard to
rm e as initially they lasted seconds

> Bto) was used between the ages of 3-5 and

== __ orked iIncredibly well.
- ’We were getting ready to wean him off after he
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"", —Wwas seizure-free for 2 years, when he had a
selzure.

* \We were incredibly disappointed but soldiered
on
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1 a0d-0n'Inan attempt to control

f_J 5= RIJA“‘O‘O‘ pival'a
WIEISE: l/JJ"—‘~

SajZlra LJ]‘]I‘ ol Was difficult; aggression ensued and learning was
IPECEed

rna nyJ;s phalus Increased slightly and Dr. Rutka recommended

HeAdarn 'not engage in contact sports. The possibility of a shunt
VVelSH lseussed

— =\eds ct ange after hospitalization due to “overdose” suprattenuation

— % Adam was assigned a teacher’s aide and given an individualised
= —= ‘1earnmg plan in grade 2. We refused the school’s suggestion that he
-~ Wwear a helmet in the playground.

- He had braces designed for him in order to reduce the “toe-walking”
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9 ara]y complained — stuper-compliant to therapy

"I The k _)r* Ges Were worn 24/7 and they were hot
air)cl e @de shoes difficult to put on

~ r]é Was incredibly brave when it came to going
ppomtments for blood work, MRISs,
= s‘pltallzatlons

g—‘:"__ “Inigrade 5, when he was hospitalized for a

- grand mal seizure on Father’s Day that left him
temporarily partially paralysed, he apologized to
nis dad for ruining his special day.
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JiNgrade 7, first episode of status
égﬂéer s

2 JJJC if) y our world became much more

ﬁlex

= ospltallzatlons ensued over the years
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e Strategles to keep Adam safe
* New rescue meds prescribed
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SHECT O the child andsamily. =

EEYeHelegically;shaving a child With Special needs places stress on
A\/arana'

Lyt gfz ’@lntments and tests (neuroesurgery, neurology, physio,
OT, 1 ,)53‘/,[}? gists, orthopaedics, sleep-deprived EEGs)

SROVERHEEars, we researched best options for treatment (meds,
aralg) SUrgEery, |mplant) These investigations meant more
S mtments tests and work-ups, hospitalizations for Adam

== _u.. !Sioroblems at school were handled well. He had assistance from
=== Several specialists ranging from Mme Caroline (special ed) to school
~— OTs to help him with his handwriting.

,_; “We engaged a private physiotherapist, Catherine Patterson, to
Improve his core strength.

e His IEP followed him to high school. Special Ed and particularly Lisa
\Weekes were helpful in his transition and success at Emily Carr
Secondary School
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2 Everyc e has their way of coping over the
YEEUS = OUrs was unique.

2 T’rm &) was the answer to counter tough
_--.__.,.5 es '

__ -I:ots of people could not understand our
~ decision to travel around the world with a
: child that has epilepsy and questioned us
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NEVEISOSE NOPE

ﬁff].)r..lcel e desplte persenal challenges

ASKSIOI | ‘;'L__frlends family, hospital staff, ET, school specialists
lSGIVENIE dvice that doesn't sit well with you, guestion it

SEVELY. Volved with the school (elementary and high school)

Sf ghit U *for specialized camps (Camp Cooch)

el carcate for services within the school and in the community
— :ﬂ'-eaéh your child to advocate

:— P.tomete iIndependence (balanced with safety)

= Have things to look forward to — walk in the park, a new book to
_ read, bubble bath, road trip

® Open up your world — read, explore, learn about other cultures
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2 Aclaiisie aduatmg from high school
SAHENS _) mgual

- WJJJ e attendlng a “Me to We” leadership
Campiin August

,f as accepted to Seneca College In

— Tourism Services Management

“® He js compassionate and helps others
e \/olunteers with many organizations
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